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Replacement Child- A Memoir 
Anything can happen, even a plane falling from the sky. 

  
 
NEWINGTON, CONN. – A plane crash and then the impossible choice a mother must 

make—the death of a child that leaves a hole in the family that threatens to tear it apart. 

In a great act of hope, the parents give birth to a “replacement child,” born to heal 

wounds and provide a “salve for the burns.” This child was Judy Mandel. 

 When Judy finally learns of this story, years later, she begins to uncover the 

complex and painful layers of her family and the relationships with her parents, and 

sister. It isn't until Judy has a child of her own that she truly understands the sacrifice, the 

pain, and the truth.  

 A story of love and transformation, Replacement Child reveals the everyday 

realities behind so many tragic headlines, as you follow one woman’s brave path to 

recovery—sometimes through laughter, sometimes through tears—as she embraces the 

love that allows her to finally forgive. Replacement Child is not only a story of 

heartbreak, and survival, but a lesson to us all about the brevity of life and the power of 

love.  

About the author:  
JUDY L. MANDEL started her writing career as a reporter for The Hartford Courant. 
She has been an advertising copywriter, corporate marketing director and freelance writer 
and has worked for several national corporations over the past 20 years. 
 She now owns a marketing firm specializing in writing and project management 
while also pursuing her own writing. 
 Visit http://www.replacementchild.com and find a free excerpts at 
http://www.replacementchild.com/Excerpt.html 
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